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	Feature + Description
	Yoast Free
	Rank Math Free
	Yoast Premium
	Rank Math Pro
	Notes

	Focus Keywords – Optimize posts/pages around primary keywords (and related terms)
	1 per post/page
Focus Keyword Docs
	Up to 5
Focus Keywords KB
	Up to 5 + synonyms/related terms
Focus Keyword Docs
	Unlimited
Focus Keywords KB
	RM free already very competitive here. Yoast limits free users to one focus keyword.

	Redirect Manager – Create & manage 301/302 redirects for URL changes
	No
Redirect Manager Docs
	Yes – core full manager
Setting Up Redirections KB
	Yes – full manager with import/automation
Redirect Manager Docs
	Enhanced + bulk tools, scheduling, CSV
Setting Up Redirections KB
	Big win for RM free (core works well). Yoast locks full Redirect Manager behind Premium.

	404 Monitoring – Track broken links and get alerts
	No
Premium Overview
	Yes – core monitor + orphan pages
Monitor 404 Errors KB
	Limited / no native
Premium Overview
	Yes + advanced alerts & export
Monitor 404 Errors KB
	RM includes this key technical SEO tool in the free tier.

	Schema Markup – Add structured data for rich snippets (Article, FAQ, Product, etc.)
	Basic / limited types + Schema Aggregation (Mar 2026, opt-in in Free)
Schema Aggregation Docs
	18+ pre-defined types (FAQ, HowTo, Product, Recipe, etc.)
Rich Snippets KB
	Advanced + bundled Local, Video & News SEO
Structured Data Docs
	Most advanced generator, custom schemas, import, speakable
Rich Snippets KB
	RM leads in free tier depth. Yoast Schema Aggregation (Mar 2026) is now available in Free for AI/agentic search.

	Internal Link Suggestions – Recommend relevant pages to link to
	Limited or none
Premium Overview
	Yes – Link Suggestions
Internal Linking KB
	Yes + automation
Premium Overview
	AI Link Genius (auto-linking, audits, broken link checker)
AI Link Genius Docs
	RM free already offers solid suggestions. Yoast Premium adds stronger workflow tools.

	Readability Analysis – Detailed checks for sentences, transitions, passive voice, inclusive language
	Excellent (detailed scores + strong inclusive language)
Readability Analysis Docs
	Good
Content Analysis KB
	Same + enhancements
Readability Analysis Docs
	Improved with AI assistance
Content Analysis KB
	Yoast’s traditional strength. Very helpful for content quality control.

	Real-time SEO Content Analysis – Live feedback on keyword usage, headings, length, etc.
	Strong traffic-light system
SEO Analysis Docs
	Strong modular analysis
Content Analysis KB
	Enhanced
SEO Analysis Docs
	Enhanced with AI
Content Analysis KB
	Both excellent; Yoast often feels more beginner-friendly.

	XML Sitemaps & Core Technical SEO
	Yes – excellent & reliable
Main SEO Plugin Docs
	Yes – highly configurable
Sitemaps KB
	Same + advanced options
Main SEO Plugin Docs
	Same + more options
Sitemaps KB
	Both very solid here with minimal difference in free tiers.

	Local / Video / News SEO
	Basic schema only
Main SEO Plugin Docs
	Basic local schema
Local SEO KB
	Bundled add-ons included in Premium
Premium Overview
	Advanced local sitemaps, video/news sitemaps
Local SEO KB
	Yoast bundles these nicely in Premium. RM offers more in free for basic needs.

	Analytics, Rank Tracking & Reporting
	Limited
Premium Overview
	Good built-in (GA4, rank tracker, index status)
GSC & Analytics Integration KB
	Better via integrations
Premium Overview
	Keyword rank tracker (hundreds–thousands), performance reports, white-label
Keyword Rank Tracker KB
	RM Pro is stronger for serious tracking and client reporting. Free RM already useful.

	Support & Learning Resources
	Community forums + docs + limited Academy
Yoast Academy
	Community + basic support tickets
Rank Math Knowledge Base
	24/7 priority support + full Yoast Academy
Yoast Academy
	Priority support + extras
Rank Math Knowledge Base
	Yoast is well-known for excellent educational resources and Academy.

	Performance & Resource Usage (Bloat)
	Good, mature codebase
Main SEO Plugin Docs
	Often lighter & modular (toggle features on/off)
Performance & Optimization KB
	Similar
Premium Overview
	Similar
Performance & Optimization KB
	RM frequently praised for less bloat and better performance on high-volume sites.

	Google Search Console & Analytics Integration
	Basic (improved Site Kit support in 2026)
Main SEO Plugin Docs
	Strong built-in integration
GSC & Analytics Integration KB
	Better integrations
Premium Overview
	Deep GA4 integration, keyword rank tracking, performance reports
GSC & Analytics Integration KB
	RM generally stronger for in-dashboard data and client reporting.

	Task List / SEO Workflow Dashboard – Actionable checklist of optimizations
	Basic + major updates (new tasks, better navigation – Apr 2026)
April 2026 Task List Update
	Modular dashboard with modules
Dashboard & Modules KB
	Enhanced
Premium Overview
	Advanced reports, automation & analytics
Dashboard & Modules KB
	Yoast significantly improved the Task List in April 2026.

	AI Content Tools – Generate ideas, titles, meta descriptions, optimize content, summaries
	Limited free "Sparks" (AI titles/metas + some previews)
Free Sparks Docs
	Some free Content AI elements or trial access
Content AI KB
	Full AI Content Planner (May 2026: structured drafts from site gaps), AI Generate/Optimize
Content Planner Docs
	Larger credit allowances + advanced AI (Link Genius, etc.)
Content AI KB
	Full Yoast AI Content Planner (structured drafts) is Premium (launched May 12, 2026). Free has limited Sparks. RM Content AI is stronger in Pro.

	Recent 2026 Highlights
	Task List updates (Apr), Schema Aggregation (Mar, in Free), Abilities API
Schema Aggregation Announcement
	MCP Tools / AI assistant integrations (emerging), ongoing Content AI & schema improvements
Content AI KB
	Full access to all new AI & schema tools
Premium Overview
	Advanced AI features, rank tracking, reports
Content AI KB
	Yoast is actively closing gaps with AI and future-proofing features in 2026 (Schema Aggregation in Free stands out).


· Rank Math Free wins on raw number of powerful features you get without paying (core redirects, 404 monitoring, up to 5 focus keywords, strong schema options, and internal link suggestions). Excellent value for managing many client sites. Core technical tools are genuinely usable in the free tier.
· Yoast Free is more limited but shines in readability and inclusive language quality. It has been adding meaningful AI and workflow improvements in 2026, including Schema Aggregation now available in Free (great for future AI/agentic search). Limited “Sparks” provide some free AI assistance for titles and ideas.
· Premium/Pro — RM Pro generally offers more advanced analytics, AI credits, automation (including AI Link Genius), and schema power at a competitive price (especially for unlimited/personal sites). Yoast Premium is polished with great education/support, bundled Local/Video/News add-ons, and the full AI Content Planner.
· Both plugins are actively evolving in 2026. Yoast is pushing hard on AI and agent-ready features (with some now reaching the free tier). Rank Math keeps giving away more in the free tier while enhancing its Pro offering.
This table is based on official documentation, changelogs, and feature pages as of early June 2026 (Yoast v27.x series, current Rank Math Free/PRO). Features can shift with updates

